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_Propaganda ang Control of Information Media

Bulgarian propaganda, all of which was directed from Moscow, had the
same aims as Soviet propaganda. These aims were the following:

a. To convince the population that the USSR was the protector of all
the peoples'! democraciles.

b. To instill hatred of the US into the population.

¢. To convince the population that the governmental systems of Western
Europe and the US were such that they could wot.éxist without, war;
further, that the only way the West could prevent an economic crisis
was to inatigate a third world war.

4, To convince the population that enormous progress had been made
in industrialization and in the improvement of living conditlons.

e. To convince the population of the great help given by the Soviet
Union.,

Although propaganda about the Soviet Union's help was constantly drum-
med into the Bulgarians, they realized that they were being exploited
cruelly by the so-called "big brother" and that Georgi Dimitrov's
statement that "the Soviet Union 1s to Bulgaria what the sun and water
is to every living thing" was a lle. Bulgarians became very bored
with the monotonous propaganda; and, as a reaction, huge numbers of per-
sons filled the theaters showing Western films, which occasionally
reached Bulgarila, while the theaters showing Sovliet films were almost
empty.

Only Party members were appolnted to propaganda postsbut they were
usually afraid of thelr own shadow and trembled at the thought that they
might even posslbly devlate from the general Party line in the propa-
ganda effort.

CONFIDENTIAL

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/11 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500250010-8



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/11 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000500250010-8

CONFIDENTIAL LJ 50X1
-2 - '

4, Critics and authors of books constantly worried about the way in
which their works would be recelved by the Party; they were expec-
ted to follow only basic thoughts within a certain frameand also
to saturate thelr works with Party ideas. The Ministry of Culture
made declsions on all problems dealing with the publication of books
but these decisions were always made by a committee, never by any
one individual. i

e T

5. Control of the dally press, especially when Western news items were
involved, was the function of Pravda. In order to prevent contra-
dictory news items from reaching the public, all Western news first
passed through a fine sieve in Moscow. When a Western news item
had been published by Pravda, Bulgarian newspapers could then extract
it, translate it literally, and publish it in Rabotnichesko Delo or
another Bulgarian newspaper. The fear of making & mistake in inter-
pretation was so great that newspapers made these extracts from
Pravda 24 hours after the news items had been broadcast by radio in
Moscow. Because of this, source claims that any 10-year-old child
was qualified to be the foreign news editor of any Bulgarian news-
paper 1f he knew the Russian language.well enough. Internal news
items were always very boringjand, usuall¥, such subjects as "Trac-
tor Driver Ivan Stoykov Plowed 10 Decares” filled the pages of the
newspapers every day.

6. Western news items were also obtained by listening to Western broad-
ocasts but this was difficult because.of the very strong Jamming.
Source believes that these broadcasts, when intelligible, had a very
strong following in spite of the fact that not everyone had a radio.l ;

! 50X1
Radio Jamming Station near Sofia

LTN \riding streetoar. No. 5 from Sofia to Knyazhevo
42-40, E 23-14),“he was told by an acquaintance, when the street- 50X1
car stopped at the "Petar Beran" stop, that a jamming station was

7.

located nearby. The aoquaintance poin ennae. which
were visible from the streetcar, and they belonged  'sox1
to the jamming station. - -
50X1
50X1
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